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US writer Ernest

Hemingway,
pictured in 1958,
lived in Cuba for
two decades

insider’ tip
KEEP TABS
ONUTILITIES

“It can be expensive
to get water and
electricity and you
canendup witha
hugebill,” warns
Jerry Berton, of
Cuban specialists
cubaseas.com, who
says one client was
charged $2,800 for
three daysonaz3
metre yacht. “Take
aphoto of your water
and electric metre so
there’s no discussion
about it when the

bill comes.”

Opposite page:
American and Cuban
tourists gambling at the
Casino Internacional
at the Hotel Nacional,
Havanain 1957

Abeve: children playing
baseball in front of the
neoclassical Capitol
Building in Havana
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igh-rolling casinos, wild cabarets and glamorous nightclubs - in its heyday
between the 1920s and 1g50s, Cuba was a playground of the wealthy. In
1956, Cabaret Quarterly called Havana, “a mistress of pleasure, the lush
and opulent goddess of delights”. Socialites and celebrities, including
Frank Sinatra and Ava Gardner, flocked to this sinfully delicious tropical paradise.

The closing-off of the country in the proceeding half-century of communist rule has,
if anything, enhanced the allure of Cuba, the largest island in the Caribbean, albeit for
rather differentreasons. Now the draws are natural and cultural, rather than purely
hedonistic (although a dose of hedonism is certainly still available in Havana) and as
Cuba’s global relationships thaw, these attractions are increasingly within reach.

“The best way to seeitis by yacht,” says Paul Madden of Paul Madden Associates,
which arranges trips to Cuba for charterers and private yachts. “Cuba is more than 7oo
miles long and has more coastline than Florida.” Travelling to Cuba by superyachtalso
affords visitors luxury that cannot be found onland, as Ken Morrell, owner of Cuba
38.7 metre charter yacht Gladius, explains: “The advantage of a yacht charteris the
ability to offer the things that [yacht clientele] are often looking for - air-conditioning,
comfortable beds, excellent food. Returning to the yacht after a day out makes the whole
experience very comfortable, as those types of services aren’t readily available in Cuba.”

While the door has slowly started to creak open, tourismis restricted and progressing
slowly, so now is the time to visit this time-capsule paradise before the day-trippers
arrive. “It's still at the early stage, where the Cuba that everyone knows, the 1g50's cars
and the untouched nature, is still there,” says Mark Duncan of YPI Group, which is
offering 72m Axioma for charter in Cuba. ‘Butalot of development is happening and
land has been bought up - we suspect in a year it will change dramatically. It’s good to
have the chance to visit when it’s a wee bit raw, before it disappears.”

Voyage

the knowledge
RULES AND
REGULATIONS

Travel restrictions
that once made it
illegal for Americans
tovisit Cuba have
been eased but not
completely lifted.
Americans must
apply to visitunder
the cultural People-
to-People licence.
“Itisntan open card
to tourism, you have
to have specific
reasons to want to be
in Cuba, shared with
the US Government,
US Coast Guard
(USCG), Cuban
Government and
Cuban Coast Guard,”
says charter yacht
owner Ken Morrell.
Non-American
guests can simply
go as tourists.
Cuba’s US
restrictions apply to
the boat, crew and
guests. [fany are
American, they must
comply with USCG,
US Government,
Cuban Coast
Guard and Cuban
Government rules.
“If no US citizens
or residents are on
board, and it’s not
a US-owned boat,
then they just have
to conform with the
Cubanregulations,
and we help with
that,” says Paul
Madden of Paul
Madden Associates.
The good news
isthatrelaxing US
travel restrictions
has made life easier
for foreign-flagged
yachts to visit Cuba.
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While you're on land, your yacht could make its way from
Havana to Varadero, on the northern coast. Varadero is aresort
town on the hilly coastline that boasts gorgeous sandy shores,
anewly expanded rro-slip marina and yacht services, golf courses
and good hotels. Cocktail hour at the Dupont family mansion
Xanadu, which overlooks a picture-perfect beach and golf course,
is a must. The next day you can dive and snorkel over some of the
mostunspoiltreefs in the world. Fishing is illegal - unless it’s for
your own consumption - so if diving isn't your speed, try your
hand at catching that night’s dinner. Offshore, there are bays and
islands to explore, and inland tobacco farms and cigar hand-
rolling factories to visit.

East from Varadero, in the waters off Cayo Santa Maria, are
the shallow reefs of the Buenavista Biosphere Reserve. The best
dive sites include Las Brujas [Witches], Borracho [Drunkard’s],
Los Diablillos [Little Devils], Ensenachos and Santa Maria Cay.

For an even more relaxed itinerary, follow a path along the
south coast, and visit the myriad islands thatlie off Cuba’s
southern shores - but ensure you have the proper permits.
Excellent weatheris all but guaranteed, with temperatures
averaging 27°C year-round.

Opposite page, from
top: the Malecon; inside
a palador; and the
Havana waterfront

This page, top:
stunning architecture
in Cienfuegos on the
southern coast. Below
left: fun on the shore

the knowledge
CASHISKING

Credits card
facilities are limited
and US plasticisn’t
accepted atall.
“Bring cash! They
like euros; dollars
have a penalty,”

says Madden.

Most big hotels
exchange currency
to the Cuban
Convertible Peso
(CUC).“Rates
vary, it can often
be 8o0-87 CUC per
US dollar,” says
Berton. “Since the
government controls
everything, there is
no bargaining for
the exchange rate.”
Berton’s company
can facilitate money
exchange ahead
of time and have it
waiting for you at
the marina. Italso
has a Cubanbank
account and credit
card and can arrange
to pay for things like
berthing and guides
before a trip.

the knowledge
INSURANCE

“Ifanyone on board
hasaUSvisaand
doesn’t conform
with the US visa
requirements,
then the boatis
considered illegal
and the insurance
policy is voided,”
says Madden.
Berton says every
visitor gets Cuban 231
health insurance:
“But personal carrier
insurance will give
you a safety blanket.
Ifthereis ahealth
issueit'sbesttofly to
Miami, asit'sonlya
4o-minute flight.”




Che Guevara fishing off the
coast of Cojimar, east of
Havana, in 1963
the knowledge
PLAY BY THE RULES

Paperwork might be boring, but Berton cautions against
ignoring it. “Some boats are saying, ‘to heck with the rules’.
One superyacht went to Cuba and back to the Caribbean,
and gota $125,000 fine from the US Government. It's a stupid
thing to do when you can get permission. The US could have
confiscated the boat. There’s no reason to run the risk.”
Similarly, from the Cuban side, rules ban Cubans from
going into hotel rooms, good restaurants or stepping foot
on board a yacht. “Stay out of trouble and don’t do anything
illegal,” says Berton. “You are the asset if something goes
wrong, and they will hold their asset until they get paid.
When yourent a house or anything important, they ask to
hold your visa. They don’t care about your passport, that is
secondary as there is no way out of Cuba withouta visa.”

the knowledge
BIG BROTHER

Morrell says you should be prepared for a culture shock.
“There’s an absence of supermarkets because people are given
a subsistence every month,” he says. “If they can afford to buy
asmall house, thatis the only privacy they have, any business
is government controlled. People aren’t even allowed to move
from one area to another without government permission. You
can always sense a military presence, because it’s everywhere.”

On the flip side: “Cuba is probably the safest place in the
Caribbean,” says Madden. “A lot of people are afraid, butit’s
safer than Florida, the Bahamas or Antigua. People aren’t
carrying guns, they just getalong, and they are curious about
visitors and have a thirst for knowledge because they've been
out of the mainstream for so long.”

insider tip
BE ORGANISED

Beorganised, or
have someone
organise the trip for
you. Working with
aknowledgeable
yacht agent or broker
specialisingin
Cubawill remove
the paperwork
headaches-as

well as help secure
the best table at

one of the few top
restaurants, arrange
avisitto arecording
studio or a visit to

an artist’s home,
which requires
special handling.
Madden says: “[Yacht
clientele] are often
expecting the same
experience they'd get
inthe Mediterranean
or Antigua, and it
takes alot more
work to deliver that
in Cuba.”

Yachts for charter in Cuba

MARCATO USHER GLADIUS AXIOMA

The 38.7 metre Cantieri di Pisa
Gladius is available for charter
around the island this summer with
Worth Avenue. Fresh from a 2016 charter in Cuba February and
refit, she boasts a huge sundeck March 2017 through YPI Group.

and accommeodation for 10. ypigroup.com
worthavenueyachts.com

Thanks to client demand,
the spectacular 72 metre
Dunya Yachts Axioma will

The 43 metre expedition
yacht Marcato is one of many
yachts offered for charter
in Cuba by Paul Madden of
Paul Madden Associates.
private-yacht.net

Fleet Miami is preparing
a reconnaissance trip to Cuba
and plans to have some of its {
fleet ready for charter here in
the near future. Look out for
46.94 metre Delta Usher.
fleetmiami.com
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